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PREFACE

This volume intends to provide students who wish to familiarize themselves with the hieroglyphs,

the grammar, and the literature of Middle Egyptian with suitable exercises and texts.

According to my experience the lack of the former is a serious difficulty for beginners. As a

rule grammars do not quote more than a few examples and short sentences to illustrate the facts

and rules which they record, the number of these quotations being altogether insufficient to inculcate

the more vital rules of grammar. Gardiner's Egyptian Grammar with its wealth of examples and

exercises is of course a conspicuous exception,. his book, however, is too exhaustive and too ponderous

a volume for most beginners. We hope that the abundance of illustrative examples corresponding to

the various subjects of grammar, which are offered in the first part of this book will smooth the

student's path and prove a useful supplement of the current Egyptian grammars and that the book

will make the study of these grammars more attractive. The numbers of §§ mentioned in the headings

of the sections refer to the §§ of my short elementary Egyptische Grammatica (in Dutch) of which

a French translation is ready since long and will be published as soon as circumstances allow it.'

A transcription of pp. 7-37 has been added in order to help the beginning student in his rather

tedious search for signs in the sign-list and to give him the means of controlling his finds. Afterwards

he is supposed to be familiar with most signs and to be able to find his way in the sign-list with

some ease. The references of the type (A 1) refer to section and number of Gardiner's Sign-list or

other lists which follow his system.

As to the second part of the book we hope that this selection of Middle Egyptian pieces may

also fill up a void. At present Erman's delightful little Aegyptische Chrestomathie of 1904 is a rare

and nearly forgotten book and as Sethe's Aegyptische Lesestiicke is also out of print and difficult to

be found, no handy reading-book for students seems to exist for the time being. The present chrestomathy

contains, as we hope, a fairly representative selection of historical, literary, and religious texts composed

in the classical Middle Egyptian language. As to this collection little need be said. Although presumably

others will have other predilections, an attempt has been made to offer texts of varying contents so

that everybody may find something to his taste. We also intended to give both easier and more difficult

pieces. We may remark here that the stOry of Sinuhe has been excluded intentionally from the literary

texts, as this text is accessible to all students in Blackman's edition in the Bibliotheca Aegyptiaca.

A second volume will provide the rest of the notes on purely textual matters of which a few

pages have already been included in this book. That second volume will also contain a vocabulary

and a series of philological explanations, rather detailed and complete in the initial pieces, more

succinct and rare in the latter parts of the book.
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NB: the §§ in front of the exercises refer to De Buck's "Elementary Grammar"
The reader will find here a table of concordance between the grammars of
Gardiner, De Buck and Lefebvre.
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                        Conseils pour une première approche des textes 
 

 
A l’exception des extraits du Livre des Morts, tous les textes 
historiques, littéraires et religieux proposés dans le Readingbook ont 
fait l’objet d’une translittération et d’une traduction anglaise par 
Jan-Mark Nederhoff. Ces documents sont disponibles sur son site : 

 
                             
 

         http://www.dcs.st-and.ac.uk/~mjn/egyptian/texts/textpdf/ 
 

http://www.dcs.st-and.ac.uk/~mjn/egyptian/texts/textpdf/
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